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V  December,  1945. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

I  beg  to  present  ray  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1944. 

I  am  very  conscious  of  its  belated  appearance  and  in 
some  respects,  of  its  brevity.  These  short  commings  to  my  mind 
result  from  two  main  causes  :  1.  The  scarcity  of  doctors  in  the 

District  has  been  so  marked  that  it  has  been  physically  impossible  to 
keep  the  work  up-to-date  or  to  si;5)ervise  all  the  various  phases  of  it: 

2.  The  frequent  changes  of  Sanitary  Inspectors  has  militated  against 
the  keeping  of  records  of  some  of  the  vAork.  In  both  of  these  respects, 

however,  I  feel  that  the  outlook  for  the  future  is  very  much  improved. 

y/ar  conditions  have  hampered  some  improvements  in  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  area  but  doubtless  this  state  of  affairs  will 
not  much  longer  apply. 

I  am  very  much  indebted  to  the  Members  of  the  Council 
for  the  arpport  they  at  all  times  have  given  me  in  ray  efforts  to  carry 
out  the  duties  of  ny  office. 

Statistics  of  the  Area 

96,305 
4,205 
1,265 
£55,103 
£228. 


Area  (acres) 

Population 

No;  of  Dihabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 

Sura  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 
Conparative  Table  of  Birth  Rates. 


Birth  Rate 
Live  Births 


Still-Birhhs 


Deaths  -  Male  17 
Female  33 

Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  1  years  of  age  2 


Heart  Disease 
In t  ra - cranial 
vascular  lesions 
Other  diseases  of  the 
Circulatory  System 
Cancer 
Influenza 
Pulmonary  T.  B. 


This  Area 

Boys  46)  20.6  per 

Girl  s  41)  1000  Civil¬ 

ian 

population. 

Boys  0)  .47  per 

Girl  s  2)  1000 


This  Area 

Death  Rate  - 

11. 8  per  thousand 
civilian  p  opulation 

This  Area 

Mortality  Rates 

22.9  ' 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH. 


England  and  Wales 

17.6 

per  thousand. 

.50 

per  thousand 

England  and  Y/ales 

Number  of  deaths 
:t  not  given 
'  11. 6  per  thousand. 

■  England  and  Y/ales 


46 


20  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  1 

Diabetes  1 

7  Digestive  Diseases  2 

Respiratory  Diseases  1 

2  •  Nephritis  1 

6  Congenital  Diseases  of 

2  Infants  2 

1  All  other  causes  4 


Ccmpar  ative  Table  of  Death  Rates. 
Death  Rate 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  IKFECTIQUS  DISEASES. 


Soarlet  Fever  13 
Wh.-'oping  Cough  l6 
Measles 

Pneumonia  6 


CereLro-Spinal  Fever 
Poliomyelitis 
P>.ilr.;  Tuherculoais 


3 

4 

2 


One  each  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Cerehro-Spinal  Fever  and  Euberciilosis, 
in  above  figures,  acco3rod  in  members  of  H.  M.  Forces. 

Poliomyelitis.  Curing  the  year  there  v/as  an  outbreak  of  this  dread 

disease  but  the  District  v/as  not  alone  in  that  respect.  Four  cases  of  well- 
defined  disease  were  notified,  but  there  were  at  least  two  others  of  an 
abortive  type  which  developed  rna  paralysis  but  were  isolated.  No  deaths 
occured. 


PiFitheria.  No  cases  v/ere  repoi-ted  during  the  year.  Up  to  the  end  of 

thie  year  the  total  number  of  children  in.r.unised,  from  the  inception  of  the 
scheme  in  1941  was  685  “  260  under  5  ^-ears  of  age,  and  425  between  5  and  15 
years  of  age,  representing  of  the  children  under  5  years  and  72^  of  those 
5and  '>ver.  The  figiu’e  for  the  under  five  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory. 

Water  Supply.  On  the  whole  this  is  reasonably  good  in  most  parts 

of  the  area.  The  outstanding  exception  is  the  Village  of  Hutton  Magna.  Up  to 

the  present  the  supply  has  corns  from  a  private  source,  v/hich  is  totally 

inadequate.  Your  Council,  ho'vevei*,  are  not’  taking  steps  to  take  this  over 

and  it  is  earnestly  hoj^ed  that  a  happier  state  of  things  will  soon  exist 

but  this  will  come  about  only  by  the  adoption  of  very  vig^arous  measures 

which  are  urgently  required. 

Milk  Production.  There  are  366  dairy  farms  registered  in  this  district  for 
providing  milk.  There  arc  20  holding  designated  licences,  11  of  which  produce 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  9  ^vccredited  Milk. 

Scabies  was  not  very  conspicuous  ’ui  the  District,  but  I  was  able  to  make 
arrangements  with  Dr.Paley,  M.  0.  H. ,  Barnard  Castle,  for  dealing  with  any 
oases  presenting  the  least  difficuD.ty  in  handling. 

Laboratory  Services.  '  I  consider  a  -very  wise  move  was  made  when 
your  Council  agreed  to  employing  the  services  of  the  Eemergency  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Northallert en  not  only  in  the  examination  of  material 
sent  but  also  for  the  investigation  and  controlling  of  epidemic  disease,  as  and 
when  it  should  arise. 


Again  thanking  for  all  the  heip  and  consideration 
you  ha-ve  shewn  me  throughout  a  difficult  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  serra’nt, 

(signed)  Alex  Leishman 


I'^edical  Officer  of  Health. 
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